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Abstract 
The purpose of this study was to investigate educational needs of Roodbar olive orchaodist in order to development of olive 
gardens. The specific objectives of the study included Identify personal and social variables and the economic status of Roodbar 
olive farmers and Identify the relation it with educational needs of olive farmers. The nature of this educational research was 
descriptive correlational. The target population chosen by random sampling method consisted of 100 olive producers located 
within villages of Roodbar Township that these villages have olive gardens in Gilan Province. The data collected with 
questionnaire. Both content and face validities were gained through a panel of extension and gardening experts. Reliability was 
gained by selecting 28 olive farmers who live in Vyiaie rural and Choronbach alpha was gained 0/81 in all. Findings indicated 
that the mean age was 56/61 years with standard deviation of 11 .The findings of this study showed that contacts with experts and 
the numbers of homage effect on educational needs also t-test reveal that significant different is between studying groups and 
educational needs. 
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1. Introduction 
Sun, stone, drought, silence and solitude are the five ingredients that create the ideal habitat for the olive tree. 
Olive is very suitable for production in different area in Iran especially Roodbar (Radmard, 2002). We treasure olive 
for its nutritional and salutary virtues and it has high economic value in Iran and allover world. Olive plays a 
significant role in horticulture today in Roodbar and it has been produced ten tones in hectare in some areas of 
Roodbar (Ministry of Agriculture, 2004). Olive can easily bear different climatic conditions, and is very suitable for 
production in different area of Iran (Radmard, 2002). But Iran produces less than three percent of the world’s olives 
(FAO, 2002).  
An educational needs assessment has been increasingly recognized as a necessary part of any curriculum design 
of extension service (Nicholas, 1996). Extension is a major educational provider in adult training and empowerment 
(Chizari et al., 1999). One of the most important clientele for Extension programs are Olive producers in Roodbar 
Township. In order to improve their production and increase their farming knowledge and awareness, research 
studies such as this need to take place.  
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2. Purpose and Objectives 
The purpose of the study reported here was to identify the educational needs of olive orchards in Roodbar city 
that has 200 trees or more in order to improvement of olive gardens. The specific objectives of the study included 
the following: 
Identify personal and social variables and economic situation with educational needs of Roodbar olive orchardist 
in order to Development of their olive gardens.  
Identify the educational needs of olive orchards in Roodbar in order to developing olive gardens. 
Describe educational methods most useful to deliver gardening information as perceived by extension agents in 
Roodbar city, Iran. 
3. Methods and procedures 
This study was designed to determine the educational needs of olive farmers in Roodbar. The target population of 
this research was 135 olive farmers and the random sample consisted of 100 olive farmers of 18 rural in Roodbar 
city who were having olive garden during the summer of 2004. 
A questionnaire was developed to gather necessary data. It included two open ended and 118 closed questions. 
The questionnaire of this research consisted of introduction (it appear purpose and important research) and five 
sections: identify suitable extension and education methods, investigate working conditions, to appoint priority, 
determine educational needs of olive farmers and the end section of questionnaire is questions about personal 
characteristics. Both content and face validities were gained through a panel of experts at TMU, TU and ministry of 
agricultural offices that located in Tehran and Ghilan provinces. Reliability was gained by selecting 28 olive farmers 
who live in Vyiaie rural. As the result of reliability, several questions were changed. Choronbach alpha was gained 
0/81 in all. Dependent variable in this study is identifying educational needs in order to development of olive 
farmers. Some of the research independent variables are: age, gender, level of education, participating in educational 
classes and etc.  The design for study was a descriptive and correlation. Appropriate statistics for description were 
used including frequencies, percents, means and etc. Pearson and spearman correlation coefficient were used for 
correlation. Mean analysis was utilized this research is independent sample t- test.  
4. Results and Findings 
The findings of this study showed that the mean age was 57 with standard deviation 11. Regarding to their 
highest level of education, 41% of respondents were illiterate and elementary degrees were held by 27% of them. 
Only 18  held diploma and higher degrees. The most of the respondents were male (91%). 
Table 1.Descriptive Statistics for Demographic Data 
Variable Frequency  Percent  
Degree   
Elementary and Illiterate 
High School 
68 
14 
68 
14 
Diploma 18 18 
Gender   
Male 91 91 
Female 9 9 
Age 
45< 
 
14 
 
14 
46-57 43 43 
58-70 32 32 
71> 11 11 
 Number of olive trees    
200-350 
351-550 
79 
14 
79 
14 
551> 7 7 
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The most of the Olive farmers was participating in development of olive gardens ( 32.4%). It was found that 
developing of olive gardens is one of the important educational needs for olive farmers (m= 4.41 , Sd= 0.61). The 
most efficient educational method (4/64 mean) found was discussion meeting. On the other hand, the least method 
(2/10mean) found was correspondence education. Findings indicated that 78% of olive farmers most affected factors 
in awareness with scientific information about growing and planting olive are friends and neighbours. Olive farmers 
thought winter was the most appropriate season for propagating by slips, pruning, and grafting and nourishing 
programs. Summer was the best season for irrigation classes and spring was suitable for pests and diseases classes. 
Olive farmers wanted to attend programs in their villages.  
Table 2.Frequency of participating in educational classes 
Variable Frequency  Percent  
Pruning of olive trees 29 27.6 
pests and diseases 
Developing 
Improving 
17 
34 
25 
16.2 
32.4 
23.8 
 
The results of Table 3 show that there is any correlation between age, education, social partnership, Numbers of 
child, Number of trees and developing olive gardens. coefficients found a negative effect
between the contact with experts and developing olive gardens (r =- 0.25). 
 
Table 3 .Correlation between Developing  olive gardens and Demographic Variables 
Variables Correlation Sig. (2-taied) 
Education 
Numbers of child 
.041 
.12 
.68 
.22 
Contact with experts -.25* .011 
Social partnership .14 .16 
Number of trees .17 .09 
Age .04 .69 
p < .05. ** p < .01  
An Analysis of Variance (independent sample t - test) was used to determine if differences existed between 
gender (t=0.22, Sig.= 0.83), participating in educational classes (t=0.24, Sig.= 0.017)with educational needs . The 
significant difference was not found between the age and educational needs. 
5. Recommendation and Implication 
This research shows that Extension can have a dominant role in the planning and delivery of education for olive 
farmers. This study indicates that olive farmers would rather receive information verbally rather than in printed form 
and educational planners must notice it.  
Because this study shows the importance of Extension as an educational provider, Extension program planning 
processes should include the educational needs, as identified by olive farmers, in that process as programs are being 
with olive farmers. 75% of olive farmers have any satisfaction of extension services. All participators in educational 
programs were male because women educators did not work here.  
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